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a long frame, so that they move forward together through
the sud on the forward stroke, when they rise and
travel back above the surface. Sometimes a shaking
motion is introduced before the forks rise, to increase
the washing power of each bowl.
The third type is most useful for the treatment of
clean wools, the forks being attached to an endless
chain which runs round rollers at each end of the bowl.
The motion is steady and continuous. The forks make
very little disturbance in the sud, for they are really
used to retard the wool whilst the sud flows through it.
All these types are in common use, and all have their
advantages, but for ordinary medium qualities. the
second type is most often seen, and it might fairly be
said to be the most popular.
The reader may be surprised to find in this chapter
no detailed description of the most modern machinery
that has been put upon the market. The book is not
written to advise the wares of particular firms, still less
is it meant to tell a reader which machine will best suit
his purpose. The most important principles which
underline wool washing are stated in the simplest
possible terms. They are illustrated by diagrams
which have .been supplied by the most important firms
in the industry. The various vital principles are
embodied, in greater or less degree, in every modern wool-
washing machine, although it may be admitted that
mechanical limitations have hitherto prevented the
adoption of a design that would be theoretically perfect.
Since the first edition of this book was published
relatively little alteration has taken place in regard to
the theory of wool washing, but the enormous advance
in the cost of labour has raised the question of output
to a place of importance out of all proportion to that
it used to hold. From $ie very earliest days efficiency
in the cleansing was always recognised as being indis-